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Liturgy Schedule
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Saturday: ...ccccovveerinieenns 5:30 pm English
7pm Spanish
1912‘201_0 ] Sunday:.....8am, 9:30 am, & 11lam English
Toward Our Centennial Celebration 1pm Spanish
98.7 FM Radio Mass.............. 9am Spanish
Daily: ..o As published in bulletin

Sacraments

Baptism: Preparation prior to baptism
is required. Parents should contact
the Parish Office for details.

Confirmation: Please contact the Faith
Formation Office for more information.

Reconciliation: 4:00-4:45 pm Saturdays
or by appointment.
Weddings: Contact the Pastor as soon as
possible to set the wedding date and begin
marriage preparation; preferably at least 3
months before your wedding.
Anointing of the Sick: Please call the
Parish Office to make arrangements.
R.C.I.A—Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults: Saturday: 3:30-5:00pm;
RCIA Room, 1st Floor, Tileston Building

Education
The Saint Mary School: Grades Pre-K-8.
The oldest Catholic School in North
Carolina now celebrating 140 years of
education. Accredited by SACS-CASI.
Faith Formation: Pre-School-High School
(Communion-Confirmation)
Sunday: 9:30-10:30 am; September to May
CEPI De Santa Maria: Spanish Adult
School, Tileston Gym Annex 2nd Floor

St. Mary Adult School: Art and ESL. Call
office for times and dates.

Children, Youth &

Fax 910-762-9664

ATlgeASt é\t/larty Parish Office: www.thestmaryparish.org Nursef;’_“Gnr% ﬁ?ﬁgtsyears
nn otree Monday-Friday: 9am-4pm % R

Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 Y Y P ] SlL”t‘?:‘?y- 9-3TQIM?SS-§L!{S?W'
Tel. 910-762-5491 The St Mary School Office: stiroor, Trieston Building

Youth Group:
Middle & High School Students

St Mary Staff Sunday: 6:00-8:00pm. YOL_Jth_ Room,

Pastor, Very Reverend RODErt J. KUS ......ccoooiiiiniiniinnieniesseeseeiseeseesenna ext. 11 Lst Floor, Tileston Building

RCIA/Social Ministries, Sister 15aac KOENIG, S.U. .ovrvovoreeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeseeeeeseeseees ext. 35 Grupo de J6venes Adultos:
Monday: 7:30pm. Hispanic Ministry room,

Director of Religious Education, Mr. John WalSh..........ccccccoevvinininisicinnneenad ext. 14 . G
Director of Hispanic Ministry, Ms. Victoria Howard ..........ccccccvvieenninrirennad ext. 22 IstFloor Tileston Building
Business Manager, Ms. Sharon Marmen ............coo..coovevoereeenmeeernneeessssssinsesesesseeseee . 58 Social Outreach

Assistant to Father Bob, Ms. Maureen Wiltse .29 St. Mary/ Tileston Outreach:
Development Director, Ms. JOANN DaAlRY ..........cccocuviuniiniininiiiciiininisieeeseeiis .10 Monday—-Thursday 9:00-11:30am
Bulletin Editor, Ms. Sandy O'Leary ..........cocovviverercnnne bulletin@thestmaryparish.org CARE-Coastal AIDS Resource Effort
Campus Director, Mr. CIifton LIVEIY ... . By appointment 232-5324

Organist/Director of Music, Ms. Sara Bryant .
9 Y St. Mary Dental Clinic:

St. Mary Parish BOOKStOre ..........cccocevrircrcvirnnnns .
St. Mary School Principal, MS. JOYCE PrICE........cccuvverrierereiiei st . T'\':/Setg:esc’g’ar; '?‘I_?]E?;( d-a)l/_c:‘;LNErrig;())/or
St. Mary School Administrative Assistant, Ms. S Linn e, xt. 40 -

ary School Administrative Assistant, Ms. Susan Linn e Call for Appointment: 520-7218
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Epiphany of the Lord

Pastor’s Corner

My Dear Friends,

This weekend, Catholic Christians celebrate
the feast of the Epiphany, sometimes called
“Little Christmas.” In the western branch of
the Catholic Church, this feast celebrates the
manifestation or showing of the Christ Child to
the gentile visitors who followed a star.
Scripture says that the wise men brought the
Child three gifts: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.  These represent Christ’s kingship,
divinity, and death, respectively.

Epiphany is an even older feast day than Christmas in the Catholic Church.
In our country, Epiphany is usually not celebrated much. But in many
nations of the world, such as many Latin American nations, this is a very
big feast day, the day when the Three Kings (Los Tres Reyes) bring
presents to children. Here at St. Mary’s, the Three Kings will show up and
bring presents to children following the 1 p.m. Sunday Mass as they
always do at this time of year. This year, we give special thanks to the
Leland Police Department for helping the Three Kings with their presents.

Also this week—Jan. 3-9—Catholic Christianity celebrates National
Migration Week. Like the Holy Family that had to flee to Egypt for its
well-being, the Church honors those who have migrated to other lands for
the well-being of their families. The theme for this year’s celebration is:
“Renewing hope, seeking justice.” Here at St. Mary’s, we have been
immensely blessed through the decades by thousands and thousands of
migrants from every continent of the world (except Antarctica). This week
we ask God’s blessings on the newcomers to our land, and we thank God
for enriching the Church with the beautiful customs our migrants have
brought with them. May we always follow the example of Jesus Christ in
welcoming the stranger to St. Mary Parish.

Also, mark your calendars for two special events. Our parish’s 2" Annual
Polish Dinner will be held on Saturday, January 9™ at 6:30 p.m. This is
sponsored by Council 1074 of the Knights of Columbus.

Also, Bishop Michael Burbidge will celebrate a special Mass at 8:30 a.m.
on Friday, January 15" in honor of St. Mary Catholic School’s 140t
Anniversary.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
- Father Bob

June 19, 2009 — June 19, 2010
The Faithfulness of Christ,
The Faithfulness of Priests

Remember to check out Father Bob’s Sister Parish Corner
on the Celebrations Page

Liturgies and Paraliturgies
Including Mass Intentions

Saturday, January 2

8:00am Mass—t Mary Jo Jimenez

Offered by Maggie McCormick
5:30pm Mass — T Katie McLane

Offered by Joan and Jack McLoughlin
7:00 pm Mass —Mass for the Parishioners

Sunday, January 3

8:00am Mass — 1 Rose Finelli
Offered by Raymond and Rosemarie Savage
9:30am  Mass — T Marjorie and Jack Howley
Offered by The Family
11:00am  Mass — T Kathleen Kenny Fex
Offered by Don and Jeanne Thompson
1:00 pm Mass — Sister Parish in Honduras

Monday, January 4
7:30am Mass — T Benedetto, John, Sarah, Ben, Sr. and Frances
Carnevale
Offered by Angelo Carnevale

Tuesday, January 5
7:30am  Mass — 1 Jeanette Genest
Offered by Vincent Arcieri and Jackie Yount

Wednesday, January 6
7:30am  Communion Service

Thursday, January 7
7:30am  Mass — T Marilyn Joseph and Catherine Sy Ivester
Offered by Rita Ackert

Friday, January 8
8:30am  Mass — Prayers for Reconciliation
Offered by Michael Leta

Saturday, January 9
5:30 pm Mass — T John Jantson
Offered by Art and Pat Patrignelli
7:00pm Mass —Mass for the Parishioners

Sunday, January 10

8:00am  Mass — Kristen Leta and Family
Offered by Michael Leta
9:30am  Mass — T Florence and Doreen Howley
Offered by The Family
11:00am  Mass — T Lena and John Cocozziello
Offered by John Cocozziello
1:00 pm Mass —Mass for the Parishioners

Weekend Mass Schedule at a Glance
Saturday Mass in English—5:30 pm
Saturday Mass in Spanish—7:00 pm
Sunday Mass in English —8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:00 am
Sunday Mass in Spanish - 1:00 pm

To schedule a Mass Intention, to donate the Altar ﬁowers, or for information on
Baptism, please call the Parish Office at 762-5491.




Epiphany of the Lord

Saint Mary Parish — January 2 and January 3, 2010

Scripture Verse

Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is
the newborn Kking of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.” - Mt 2.1b-2

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970

Readings for the Week
Readings for the Week of January 3, 2010

Sunday: | s 60:1-6/Eph 3.2-3a, 56/Mt 21-12

Monday: 1Jn3:22---46Mt4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1Jn4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1Jn411-18Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1Jn419---54/Lk 414-22a

Friday: 1Jn55-13/k 5:12-16

Saturday: 1Jn5:14-21n 322-30

NextSunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or 40:1-5, 9-11/Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 211-14;

3:4-T/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

©Liturgical Publications Inc
Readings for the week may be found on

www.thestmaryparish.org — click on Worship

Please Pray for Our Sick

Stephanie Barrows Nina Esquire FrancesLyons
Cheryl Bezek Herman Lee Everett Marion Martinez
Judy Brooks Jacob Christian Gann Mary Eugenia Mazur

Dolores Jane Brown Mildred Gibbons Elizabeth Militscher
Mary Buttigieg Lou Gisonna Carol Palladino

Patricia Carroll Phil Gisonna Anne Potter
John Carroll Mary Guarino Fran Reilly
Joyce Christine JimHargrove Dory Ring
Robert DeZuba Niecie Keaton Jennie Savickas
Madeline Dowell Jody Lane Julie Schauer

James Eichorn Anna Lenortavage Marlene Sigler

Call the church office or email bulletin@thestmaryparish.org
To have a name added or removed.

St. Mary Nursery News!
The nursery is open each Sunday during 9:30 Mass.
We offer a safe and fun environment!
We are located on the main floor of the Tileston Building.
There is no cost or requirements for this service.
The nursery is open to all children 6 months to 5 years old.
Ifyou are interested in volunteering, please contact Allen Sanderson at

nursery @thestmary parish.org.

Station Eight
Meets after daily Mass in the church for recitation of the Rosary. This
ministry, called “Station Eight", is headed by Mary Friedrichs. Ifyou are
interested, all you do is show up.

Faith Sharing Men’s Group
Meets each Friday moming at 7:00 am in the Tileston Building.
Along with Father Bob, we study and reflect on scripture.
Come join us if you are able.

The St. Mary Parish Bookstore
The St Mary Parish Bookstore is pleased to announce thatwe
will now be open on Saturday, from 4-7 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Saturday 4:00 p.m. — 7:00p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

o

Centering Prayer
An hour of contemplating prayer and the Centering practice
Wednesday afternoons in our Chapel in Tileston.
Www .centeringpray er.com
When: Wednesday from 1:30 — 2:30 p.m.
Place: RCIA Room - Tileston — 1st floor
More information: contact Joan Regan at 383-2804

Fucharistic
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o (@)
@
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Why not “watch and pray” an hour with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament?

X Every Thursday after the 7:30 a.m. Mass for one hour.
X Each Sunday following the 1:00 p.m. Mass until 5:00 p.m.

X Thefirst Friday of each month, following the morning Mass until
3:30 p.m.

Rides to Church Ministry

If you are interested in becoming part of this
ministry as a driver you should call Mr. Baxendell at
599-6229 to discuss arrangements.

Camillus Ministers
There is need for more Camillus Ministers to bring Communion to Nursing
Home residents and Home-bound parishioners.
No previous experience necessary.

Call D.C. Thompson at 251-1237 for more information.
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court 1036
will hold their next meeting on
Monday, January 4th
in the Jumpin' Run Clubhouse at 6:00 pm.

All Catholic women are invited to attend.

Senior Singles Meeting
Sun. Jan. 3 1230 PM
Oly mpia Restaurant
5629 Oleander Drive
For information call Gloria Heissner 395-4307

The Knights of Columbus
Wilmington Council #1074
is looking for a few good Catholic men.
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Call DaveKing at 383-1107 for more information.

St. Mary AAMEN Chapter
will meet in the Tileston Building on the

Lesd! fourth Saturday of each month at 4pm.
Youth Group News
= .\7.1_.3\1.‘«1{\':' i

Youth Group is for those in grades 6-12.
We meet each Sunday from 6-8 pm in the
Tileston Building Youth Room.
Check us out online at www.thestmary parish.org/y outh
for up to date information.

Vi,

01/03/2009
NO MEETING-HAPPY HOLIDAY S!
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The Week Ahead in Our Parish

St. Mary Catholic Church is now offering
e-News Alerts directly toyour inbox!

Saturday, January 2: Register online at www.thestmaryparish.org

First Saturday Mass—8:00 am

Youth Gospel Choir Rehearsal* - 9:00 am in the Church

Gospel Choir Rehearsal* - 10:15 am in the Church
Kara Gruver and Matthew Zummo Wedding—2:00 pm in the Church |
RCIA class* - 3:30 pm — 5:00 pm in Tileston
Sunday, January 3:

Share Sunday—All Masses

Nursery* — Available at the 9:30 am Mass

NO Faith Formation— 9:30 am—10:30 am in the Tileston Building and St. Mary
Lower School

Faith Sharing* - 9:45 am in Tileston . .
| St. Mary’s Second Annual Polish Dinner

English as a Second Language*- 10:45 am - 12:45 am in the Cafeteria
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus 1074
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament* - 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm in the Church
January 9, 2010
6:30 pm
St. Mary School Cafeteria

NO Youth Group (grades 6-12) — 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm in the Tileston Building (g

Monday, January 4
St. Mary Church Office and St. Mary School re-open on regular schedule

Traditiona Polish dinner to include:

Station Eight recitation of Rosary following daily Mass*

Contemporary Choir Rehearsal* - 7:00 pm in the Church | Golabki (cabbage rolls)
o . Kluski Kapusta (cabbage and noodles)

Hispanic Young Adult Group (EI grupo de jovenes adultos)*- ) Kielbas a
7:30 pm in Tileston * Pierogi
Grupo De Alcohdlicos Andnimos* - 8:00 —9:30 pm en el gimnasio | Sauerkraut
Tuesday, January 5 ' Cucumber Salad
Divine Mercy Chaplett — 12:30 pm in the Chapel at Tileston ' Rolls

| Homemade nut rolls
Adult Education* — 6:00 pm in Tileston and Pizzelles
Practica de la Banda Latina de Domingo* - 7:00 pm in Tileston ) Paka music and dancing
Wednesday, January 6: | Cash Bar of

Centering Pray er — 1:30 — 2:30 pm in the RCIA Room Polish beer and wine

Catechist's Toolbox —contact John Walsh for ime and location* ] ] ] ]
Tickets wil be sold after Mass and are avail able in the

St. Mary Parish Office
762-5491 ext. 11

St. Mary Children’s Choir — 5:00 — 6:00 pm in the Amy Bradley Room *

Thursday, January 7:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament* - 8:00 am — 9:00 am in the Church

$20.00 per person

Renaissance Choir Rehearsal* - 7:30 pm in Tileston $5.00 children12 and under
Friday, January 8: '

Men’s Faith Sharing* — 7:00 am in the RCIA room in Tileston |

Grupo De Alcohglicos Anénimos* - 8:00 — 9:30 pm en el gimnasio .

Saturday, January 9: )

Youth Gospel Choir Rehearsal* - 9:00 am in the Church |

Gospel Choir Rehearsal* - 10:15 am in the Church

RCIA class —3:30 pm —5:00 pm in Tileston

* indicates weekly event

ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—ll—llﬁb
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From the Office of Social Ministry
Feast of the Holy Family
Sister Isaac

We begin the New Year in our Outreach Ministry with the Feast of the
Epiphany. This day is all about outsiders becoming insiders; east meeting
west; north meeting south and discovering just who really is neighbor to
us!

I am certain that many of you are aware of the efforts being made in our
community to end homelessness. The program here in our Cape Fear
Region is entitled the “10-Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness”. This
plan is addressing the fact that about 10% of our homeless people need a
support system once a home is found for one of them.

A few weeks ago | attended an initial workshop sponsored by United Way.
It was a presentation on Group Mentoring, and it is called “Circles of
Support”. | was very proud to learn that it is based on a program coming
from a Catholic Diocese in the Midwest — and it has over a 90% success
rate of keeping a homeless person settled in a home for over a year.

I liked the introduction to the Mentoring Process which reads:

The seed of mentoring is compassion.

The nourishment of mentoringis grace and truth
The labor of mentoring is commitment and patience
The fruit of mentoringis changed lives.

The United Way is holding a 4 hour workshop on Saturday, January 9.
The program asks for just 2 hours a month of your time for one year. If
you are interested in learning more about “Circles of Support” please call
me at 762-5491 — ext. 35. Perhaps St. Mary parish could offer one circle —
which is made up of four members. Maybe one of your New Year’s
resolutions is to be more involved in the parish community — here is one
possibility that | am sure will be very enlightening and rewarding.

Special Need for the Week
Warm Clothing
Share Sunday is this Sunday—January 3, 2010

f('f.:/h We meet Saturdays weekly from 3:30 p.m. —
°-PLCIﬂ 2 5:00 p.m.

in the Tileston Building.

Called and Sent:
A Brief History of the Society of Saint Ursula
Naw is your chance to learn more about Sr. Marion and Sr. Isaac and the other
amazing women of their community. A new book, written by Sr. Agnes McManus,
S.U. and Sr. Carol Perry, SU., has just been published.
This paperback book, published by jUniverse, Inc., is available from
Sister Marion for $12.95. Get your copy now!

Prayer Seminar
F’ We will continue our meetings at Tileston on 4 Thursday's from
" "k 6:30 to 7:30 pm (January 14, 21, 28 & February 4). This will be
for those who attended the Prayer Seminar in October and
any other persons interested in sharing prayer together.
We will experience praying in the various forms which have come
down to us through the ages from our many spiritual models
among the Saints. Contact Loretta Brady at 796-0786.

English as a Second Language
Sister Marion
M usings
submitted by Judith D. Brockelman
ESL Instructor

“On the twelfth day of Christmas...”

Voices, large and small, young and old, on key and off, caroling with joy
and enthusiasm filled the air as we journeyed to celebrate Little Christ-
mas with friends and family. Memories of our Irish clan’s celebration of
the feast of Epiphany drifted through the air as Esther and | listened to
the grandchildren’s retelling of the Magi’s journey and of their recogni-
tion of the Infant Jesus as Christ the King. Esther and her husband,
Francisco, were visiting with us and we had been sharing and comparing
family traditions and customs of the holiday season. We were amazed
and excited at the similarities. Whoops, think I just heard a very astute
observation.

Colleen was explaining the meaning of epiphany to the carolers, who
had suddenly grown quiet as if they themselves were on that perilous
journey, following yonder star to Bethlehem.

“Epiphany comes from two Greek words, to shine upon, to reveal, to
appear, to manifest.”

“Manifesting sounds pretty complicated to me,” was Rex’s response.

“That’s it. The Epiphany celebrates God’s revealing or manifesting Je-
sus’ identity as true God, Messiah and savior of the world,” Todd in-
jected.

“Talking about an epiphany,” Kieran suddenly joined the conversation.
“Reveal to us again how you celebrated Little Christmas when you were
growing up.

In harmony, Esther and | said, “The Christmas creche is finally finished,
as the figures of the three wise men at last arrive at the crib.”

Nana Dempsey made the best Epiphany cake, baked with a trinket in-
side. For us it was a very large coin, too large to be accidentally swal-
lowed. A cake studded with candy jewels like a crown and topped by a
golden paper crown, it helped us understand the Epiphany as the recog-
nition by the Magi or Three Kings, as Nana called them, of the Infant
Jesus as Christ the King.

Esther was nodding enthusiastically, “Yes, similar to our Rosca de
Reyes, a sweet bread baked in the form of a crown. A small doll is baked
inside to remember how Jesus had to be hidden from King Herod and his
army.”

Small gifts, three puddings, placing our old shoes under the bed or out-
side, we were on a roll now. Cookies and milk for the Wise Men, and
what about hay and water for the animals? Don’t forget the balloons with
the little ones’ letters atached tha they fly up to the sky, carrying all
their wishes with them. How could | forget the Blessing of the House?
Using specially blessed chalk, Nana would write the year and initials of
the Three Wise Men above the door. And just before we were packed up
to go home, we would recite the blessing:

Lord God of Heaven and Earth, who hast revealed thine and only-
begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star: Bless this house
and all who inhabit it. Fill them with the light of Christ, that their love
for others may truly reflect thy love. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen
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Diocesan Events

Project Rachel Support Group 2010
There is a support group beginning in the Triangle area in late January. Ifyou
would like more information about the support group contact Project Rachel
at(919) 852-1021 or email projectrachel@nc.rr.com.

LOOKIN" FOR ALITTLE LUCK O’ THE IRISH?
The Ancient Order of Hibernians of Wilmington will be raffing offa 7 day/6 night
vacation for FOUR to Ireland beginning the first weekend in December.

Questions? / Ticket Orders Contact:
Steve McEnaney 686-5498, Pat Boylan 686-9075 or Jim Quinn 686-5151.

DIOCESE OF RALEIGH Office of the Bishop
715 Nazareth Street « Raleigh, North Carolina 27606-2187
(919) 821-9702 « Fax: (919) 821-9755

January 3, 2010

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The month of January is a time of new beginnings, but it also
marks the tragic anniversary ofthe Roe v. Wade decision. In solidarity
with my brother Bishops and together with all Catholics in the United
States, | ask you to renew your commitment to respect the gift of all
human life. Our Catholic faith teaches us to welcome and preserve all
life, especially life that is the most vulnerable, the life of the unborn.
This month is also an opportunity for us to renew our commitment to
respect life in all of its forms -the poor, the sick, the frail, the disabled,
the elderly, the immigrant, and those who may be marginalized in any
way.

During January there are two significant opportunities to pray for
life and witness publicly toyour commitment. On January 16, 2010,
I invite you to join me at a Respect Life Mass that | will be celebrating
at Saint Joseph Church, Raleigh, at 8:00 AM. That afternoon you are
encouraged to gather with many other fellow Catholics and people of
good will at the North Carolina March for Life in Raleigh, beginning
with arally in Nash Square at 1:00 pm.

On January 22, 2010, there will be a Mass for the Dioceses of
Raleigh and Charlotte at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, DC at 11 :30 AM. Bishop Jugis will be the principal
celebrant and I will be the homilist. Following the Mass, we will join
the national March for Life on the Capitol Mall. | look forward to
seeing many of you there, and it is my hope tha every parish will
send a delegation to Washington. Information on travel arrangements
and other logistics for January 22 is available at your parishes. If you
are unable to join us in Washington, | encourage you to participate in
local prayer services or Masses that may be taking place on the morn-
ing of January 22 so that you may be in solidarity with those of us in
Washington.

As revealed to us by the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord said, "Before |
formed you in the womb, | knew you, before you were born, I dedi-
cated you." We are given the gift of life by God, and that gift must be
protected and held sacred. May the Lord Jesus bless you and all who
work to defend human life, and may Mary Our Moather watch over
you always.

Sincerely in Christ,

Michael F. Burbidge

Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge Bishop of Raleigh

Respect life Activities for January 2010

Bishop Burbidge is hoping that every parish will send a delegation to the
national March for Life in Washington, DC on January 22, 2010 and
encourages as full participation as possible by the parishes in North

Carolina Respect Life Events on Saturday, January 16, 2010.

Bussing information may be obtained by contacting:
Bev Jolly at bjolly @uncw.edu
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Celebrations

December 26-December 29

In Memory
John Pimenidis

January 3, 2010
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, the Church throughout the world celebrates the Solemnity of the
Epiphany of Our Lord. With this solemnity we are reminded of how God brings
hope in Christ to the family of all nations. For many in our great country, the
Season of Christmas has been filled with the blessings of family life, where we
see the grace of how God has nurtured our children and prepared them to use
the remendous talents He has placed within them.

As we join the Church throughout the United States this week in observing
National Migration Week, our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI has asked us to
focus specifically on the migrants and refugees who come to our country as
minors. As children, these immigrants and refugees come to our country without
the blessings of family life, and in so doing they become vulnerable to those who
would seek to do them harm through abuse, exploitation, robbery, and even
slavery.

As Catholics, we are dedicated to protecting and defending the gift of hu-
man life from the moment of conception to natural death. This dedication natu-
rally extends to assisting children who are vulnerable to oppression and injus-
tice. We do this nationally through helping to provide resetiement and foster
care programs for refugees and locally by insuring appropriate child welfare

In observing this National Migration week, | invite you to be aware of the needs
of children who are migrants and refugees in our midst. As the presence of our
Church to them, pray for these children and consider perhaps even serving as a
foster parent. In so doing, may we live more fully the mystery we celebrate to-
day, Christ our Lord bringing renewed hope to the family of all nations.

Sincerely in Christ,

Michael F. Burbidge

Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge,
Bishop of Raleigh

Liturgical Ministers’ Schedule
Weekend of January 9 — January 10
For Masses in English
Baptism of Our Lord
~ Schedule does not show substitutions ~

Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday
5:30 pm 8:00 am 9:30 am 11:00 am

Eucharistic J. Marchese B. Grace L. Dezio C.. Bennett
Ministers D. Paparozzi R. Keegan L. Johnson T. Bruhn
D. Snell 0. Niles R. Mercorella C. Walsh

Lectors N. Burrell B. Habib F. Bailey C. Stiles

A. Maglione R. Shackleford E. Flewwelin L. Perunko

Altar Sewvers D. Paparozzi A. Hudson G. Daley A. Marlow
J. Schnitzler C. Martinez M. Harris C. Marow

A. Tosoni H. Ozment E. Hatem M. Marow

services and support for family unification for those children who are immigrants.

Stewardship of Treasure
“For everything is from you and we only give you what we have
received from you.” — 1 Chronicles 29: 14-16

December 13, 2009
Envelopes Mailed: 1337 Envelopes Returned: 395

Offertory Budget Education
12/13/2009 $ 20,333.49 $ 20,000.00 $ 125.00
07/01/2009to  $ 367,886.91 $364,000.00 $ 15,476.47

Sister Parish Corner
Church in Plano del Rancho

One of the 72 churches of our sister parish is located in a remote
village called Plano del Rancho. This village has no running water or
electricity, though running water is in the foreseeable future. Because
the church in the town was destroyed, the people are building this little
church. To get to this town, the priest needs to travel between two to
three hours by truck, one way. Until the church is built, a couple
opens their home altar to the villagers.
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Bulletin Deadline
Regular bulletin deadline for publishing is Friday at Noon. This is for the
next weekend's bulletin. Any information received after deadline will be
published in the next bulletin. Please submitinformation to:
Sandy O'Leary at
bulletin@thestmary parishrorg
by placing information in my box at the church office.




Saint Mary Parish — January 2 and January 3, 2010

Epiphany of the Lord

@
STMARY

Catholic School

From the Desk of Joyce Price, Principal

It was wonderful seeing all of you at the Ad-
vent Program as it is such a joy to share your children’s
accomplishments. So many prayers of thankfulness were offered up
through music, dance, and narration. It was wonderful seeing so many
of our graduates present last night. They were reminiscing about the
parts they had played in the Nativity Play.

I am happy to report that two of our new interactive SM ART
boards have arrived and another is on the way...great things to look
forward to in the New Year.

Our office will reopen at 7:45 on Monday, January 4%,

January will be a very busy and exciting month for us as on the
15" we will be celebrating the 140™ birthday of our school with Bishop
Burbidge coming to celebrate Mass that morning. We will end the
month with the beginning of Catholic Schools Week on the 31

Thank you to all who have responded to the request for end of
year donations. We are always making plans for continuous improve-
ment of our programs at St. Mary’s, but realize that many advancements
cost money. We appreciate your kind generosity .

Open Houses will be on January 31t and February 39, both
10:00-2:00. Please tell your friends and family members who may be
interested in enrolling their children in our wonderful school.

St. Mary School Calendar

January 4, 2010—Classes Resume

January 18, 2010—Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday—No Classes
January 29, 2010—T eacher Afternoon Workday—Noon Dismissal
January 31—February 5, 2010—Catholic SchoolsWeek

Cape Fear Fencing
St. Mary School Tileston Gym
Fencing will start back up on January 4th.
New beginners can start that week.

St. Mary Falcons' Athletic Booster Club
You are the key to our success!

Membership dues are:

Option 1: $50.00/annually each family will receive a t-shirt and a magnet.
Option 2: $25.00/annually each family will receive a magnet.

Mrs. Ever’'s First Grade
The first grades will begin the new year and second semester with lots to look
forward to. The children will be learning the music for Pied Piper Theatre's pro-
duction of "The Tortise and the Hare"which they will attend in mid-January. They
will participate in many activities during Catholic Schools' Week,including per-
forming in a talent show. The first grades will also celebrate the 100th Day of
School this month.
Happy New Year!

You are cordially invited
to the one hundred fortieth anniversary of
Saint Mary School
Friday, the fifteenth of January
Two thousand and ten
at half past eight in the morning
Saint Mary Church
5th Avenue at Ann Street
Wilmington, North Carolina

Bishop Michael Burbidge will celebrate the children’s mass.

A reception and brief presentation highli%]hting the history
of the school will follow in the
Upper Room 1871 of the Tileston Building.

smiths@thestmaryparish.org

ARTISTS FOR CHARITY

Octogenarian Paula C. Faraday and Roslyn Hancock, formerly of South Africa,
announce a show of their work January 2 through 23, 2010, at the Caffé Phoe-
nix. Come to the Meet-the-Artist Reception 6 pm to 8 pm on January 7, 2010 to
personally encounter these accomplished artists.

Arts for Charity” has long been Mrs. Faraday’s dream. The exhibition at the
Caffé Phoenix is the first presentation to the public. Mrs. Faraday foresees an
annual exhibition with two purposes: to raise funds for a specific charity and to
promote the artistic creations of local artists. Sales from the show of January
2010 will go to: St Mary Catholic School for Mrs. Faraday and to Breast Can-
cer for Mrs. Hancock.

Office of Faith Formation

The St. Mary Youth Group is going to Washington, D.C.!

The dates for this trip are June 215t — 24" 2010. On our trip we will visit
many of the monuments and museums in Washington and also The Ba-
silica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and visit the
John Paul Il Center.

The cost for this tour is $755.00 per person based on a minimum of 18
students going on the trip. All children in grades 6-12 will be chaper-
oned by trip chaperones all students in younger grades must be accompa-
nied by a paying adult. Parents are invited also!

More information is available on the youth website and at our informa-
tional meeting on January 10, 2010 at 5:30 pm.  All are welcome to
attend!




